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CHARLES CHURCH TYLER 
1837-1917 

One of the earliest and best known pioneers of Hancock 
County closed a long and eventful life of almost four score 
years on Sunday morning, April 22, 1917, when Mr. C. C. 
Tyler of Fountain Green answered the call of the Master and 
passed to his eternal home. 

Charles Church Tyler was born in Marietta, Ohio, on De- 
cember 22, 1837, and was the son of Alvin and Adeline Church 
Tyler, of whose family of four children there is only one sur- 
viving, a son, Mr. John H. Tyler, of Kirksville, Missouri. The 
family were of English descent. 

Soon after the birth of Charles his parents returned to their 
home in Wolcotville, Connecticut, where they resided until the 
death of his father in 1846. Thus deprived of his father's 
love and counsel at the early age of fourteen he was sent 
under the care and company of Martin ̂ Hopkins to this thinly 
settled and uncultivated State of Illinois and to the little vil- 
lage of Fountain Green, to make his home with his uncle, 
Stephen H. Tyler, Sr. His grandparents also having emi- 
grated to this village the previous year. 

The long tedious journey was made by rail, by boat and by 
stage. Upon his arrival in Fountain Green on that summer 
day in 1851, among the many strangers whom he met was an- 
other little boy, Robert Wilson McClaughry. The manly and 
affable manner of the eastern boy attracted the admiration and 
love of the western lad and as a result a lifelong friendship 
existed. 

He remained with his uncle until his nineteenth year. Dur- 
ing this time he attended the district school in this village, 
which was held in a log cabin, and later was sent to Macomb 
College. 

Upon leaving college he secured a clerkship in the postoffice 
at Polo, Illinois, and afterwards a clerkship at La Harpe, Illi- 
with Mathew M. McClaughry in the old store in Fountain 
Green. 
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Three years later Mr. McClaughry withdrew and Mr. Tyler 
conducted the business alone in the building, known as the 
"Arcade," until 1900, when he closed out his large stock of 
general merchandise and retired from such an active life. 

On June 12, 1860, he was united in marriage to Miss Olive 
E. J. Webster of Harrington, Connecticut, and with his young 
bride returned to Fountain Green. 

Mr. Tyler purchased the McClaughry farm adjoining his 
town property, and in the year 1900 erected the beautiful mod- 
ern residence which adorns the large estate and has been the 
family home for years. The cordiality and hospitality of 
Mr. Tyler and his family are known far and wide. He was a 
man of generous impulses and never forgot the hospitable 
ways of the pioneer. He was a great lover of music and for 
many years served the Presbyterian Church as organist. 

Into his life has come heavy trials. Of the nine children 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Tyler, three little ones, Adeline H., Jessie 
and Charlotte E., passed away in childhood, and one, Clark 
Leal Tyler, in 1904, at the age of twenty-eight years. Mrs. 
Tyler departed this life on February 12, 1907. 

These bereavements greatly saddened him and while he 
made an effort not to burden others with his sorrow, he never 
ceased to mourn for his dear ones. The five children who sur- 
vive are Charles S. Tyler and Mrs. Ethel Brandon of Carthage, 
A. W. Tyler of Washington, and George and Mary Tyler at 
the old homestead, who have given to their father very faith- 
ful care and loving devotion and have been unfailing in their 
efforts to win him back to health and strength. 

Mr. Tyler was a loyal father, greatly attached to his chil- 
dren and grandchildren, who occupied a big place in his affec- 
tionate heart. There are six of these, Charles Pond and 
Albert Wilson, sons of A. W. Tyler ; Charles Cronk and Wil- 
lard Eay, sons of C. S. Tyler, and Dorothy Joan and George 
Eichard, children of Mrs. Ethel Brandon. There also remains 
one cousin, Mrs. G. H. Welch, of Torrington, Connecticut. 

The subject of this sketch was a great reader, and probably 
no man in Hancock County was better informed on past and 
current events than he. For the last few years he has em- 
ployed many of his leisure hours in writing articles for the 
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county papers and other periodicals. He loved animals and 
his loving kindness was bestowed upon them also. 

To his care has been entrusted by his townspeople many 
offices of trust, such as school treasurer, which office he held 
for fifty-four years; justice of the peace, notary public and 
postmaster. The latter office he held continuously from 1875 
to 1895. All of these offices he filled with the utmost fidelity 
and honor. 

Probably there are many who remember the gatherings of 
the townsmen each evening at the Arcade, to listen to Mr. 
Tyler read from the daily paper ' ' The Current Events. ' ' 

Mr. Tyler has been in poor health for about five years, but 
was still able to be about and look after his business affairs. 
A year ago he suffered an affliction which has been directly 
traced to the former sickness. All through these years of 
sickness he bore his sufferings patiently and his amiable dis- 
position was never more marked than during these last days 
when with entire submission and unmurmuring patience he 
bore weakness and suffering, never failing to express his grati- 
tude for any attention shown by those who ministered to his 
needs. 

Fully assured that his life was about to close, he dropped 
peacefully asleep on April 22, 1917. 

Truly it can be said that a good man has left us, and that 
those who knew him best, loved him best. 

The funeral was held from the residence Tuesday afternoon, 
April 24, 1917, at 1:30 o'clock, conducted by Eev. W. F. Boyd, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Carthage, who 
spoke comforting words to the bereaved family and friends 
from a part of the 68th Psalm, 5th verse, "A Father to the 
Fatherless." 

A choir composed of Mesdames L. D. Callihan and George 
Miller and Messrs. L. D. Callihan and W. W. Murtland sang 
very sweetly, "Abide With Me," " After the Toil and 
Trouble," and "Asleep in Jesus," after which the casket, 
laden with many beautiful flowers, was conveyed to the cem- 
etery, one-half mile north of town, where the remains were 
interred by the side of the loving wife and children who have 
gone on before. 
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The funeral was attended by a large concourse of sorrow- 
ing relatives and friends. 

Mr. Tyler was a member of the Illinois State Historical 
Society, and on different occasions contributed to its publica- 
tions. His interesting "Beminiscences of Fountain Green, 
Illinois/' published in the Journal of the Illinois State His- 
torical Society, Vol. 8, No. 1, April, 1915, attracted much 
attention. Mr. Tyler was much interested in the society. He 
secured members for the association and aided it in every way 
in which he was able. His kind, appreciative and encouraging 
letters were very helpful to the officers of the Society, who 
deeply feel the loss of this influential and helpful friend, this 
kind and courteous gentleman, this patriotic and public- 
spirited citizen. 
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